
Heart & Mind 
A Faith - Science Dialog 

Fall 2011  
 

Presentations will take place in the Sanc-
tuary of the church on either Tuesday or 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m.  ��������
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Galileo liked to say that the Bible tells us how 
to go to heaven, not how the heavens go.  Yet 
millions of believers view the Bible as a substi-
tute for scientific exploration.  In this first ses-
sion we explore the difference between a scien-
tist’s view of truth and a theologian’s view of 
truth.  We then see how different translations of 
ancient texts suggest different meanings for 
selected passages.  In the lead up to her inter-
view with physicist V. V. Raman, Krista Tippet 
(��
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������ , p 122) notes: 
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This discussion of language and truth will set 
the tone for many of the following sessions. 
The presentation will be a discussion with pan-
elists Dr. Ed Barrett, Rev. Rich Handschin, and 
Dr. Robert Milligan. 
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November 2011:  Start of a three-part series on 
�����
� . 
 
Nov. 1 - �
� ���� ����
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����� !������
� 	���� .  Modern 
science can trace the history of the universe 
back 14.6 billion years.  How do the scientific 
account and the creation account compare? 
   Presentation by Dr. Robert Milligan, PhD. 
 
Nov. 8 ��!������
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����   All the elements 
beyond the two lightest elements, hydrogen and 
helium, were created inside stars or during the 
deaths of stars.  We are made of star dust.  
   Presentation by Dr. Robert Milligan, PhD. 

For the programs described below, the format 
will be a presentation followed by reflections 
from a panel of respondents. 
 
September to October, 2011:  We begin with a 
four-part series that explores the relationship be-
tween human nature and religious beliefs and 
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Sept. 20 - A discussion of Walter Wink’s ����
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��  How the image of Jesus shapes 
culture.  
   Presentation by Rev. Rich Handschin. 
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   Presentation by Dr. Jennifer Stein, PhD., MD  
 
Oct. 4 �� (�&� ,�� ����%��������� .  A consid-
eration of genetic programming, cultural pro-
gramming and the human search for meaning. 
   Presentation by Dr. Ed Barrett, PhD. 
 

Oct 11 - $�����
���� �
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�   Are we more than a col-
lection of ones and zeros?  
   Presentation by Dr. Ted Schick, PhD. 

Vitruvian 
Man 
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The  

 Faith and Science  
Communities 

 

 September 2011 - February 2013 
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The Lutheran Church  
of the Good Shepherd 

 

22 Fisher Rd., Brevard, NC 28712 
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The John Templeton Foundation 

Thursday Nov. 17 �� ���� ������

�� ��� �����
�
� ������� � What does the fossil record show 
about the emergence of life?   
   Presentation by Dr. Alex Glass, PhD. Asst.   
   Professor of Geology, Duke University. 
 
Information about our speakers: 
 
Dr. J. Edward Barrett, Emeritus Professor of 

Religion and Philosophy, Muskingum 
College, New Concord, Ohio 

 
Dr. Alexander Glass, Assistant Professor of  
 Geology, Duke University, Durham, NC 

 
Rev. Richard E. Handschin, Pastor,  
 Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd,  
 Brevard, NC 

 
Dr. Robert F. Milligan, Emeritus Professor of 

Physics and Astronomy, Muhlenberg  
 College, Allentown, PA. 

 
Dr. Jennifer Stein, PhD and MD, Consulting 

Psychiatrist, British National Health Ser-
vice; private practice, Buckinghamshire, 
UK. 

 
Dr. Theodore W. Schick, Jr., Professor and 

Chair of Philosophy Dept., Muhlenberg 
College, Allentown, PA. 

 
 

Project Leadership: 
 Dr. J. Edward Barrett, PhD. 
 Rev. Richard Handschin, M.Div. 
 Dr. Robert Milligan, PhD. 
 Dr. Benjamin Zeller, PhD. 
      Asst. Professor of Religious Studies  
      Brevard College, Brevard, NC 
 

 

With financial support from the John Templeton 
Foundation, the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd is offering a series of lecture/
discussion programs in which members of the 
science and faith communities participate in 
meaningful dialog on a variety of thought-
provoking topics. The purpose of this program is 
to help people recognize that science and faith 
do not simply provide different and conflicting 
answers to important questions, but they actu-
ally pose different questions about the world in 
which we find ourselves.   

Our intention is to begin to dismantle the false 
dichotomy between “godless” science and 
“irrational” religiosity.  Through this program, we 
hope to encourage a willingness among mem-
bers of the faith community to explore the find-
ings and hypotheses of modern science (without 
feeling their beliefs are being threatened) and to 
encourage members of the scientific community 
to participate in worship experiences (without 
feeling that they must abandon their intellects at 
the door). 

All programs are free and open to the public. 
 
For more information,  
 please check the church website  
 (http://lutheranchurchbrevardnc.com/)  
 

Look for regular press releases in local papers 
giving dates for the topics to be addressed and 

more information about the presenters. 
 

Cover: detail: The Creation of Man, Michelangelo 
                  The Sistine Chapel  


